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Dear friends, and only a few , 


/ 


1/12/72 


There Ira.’* been, a light cunexit uo the accident to my chumb. x.ie mo, J. cation k&s 
had me slee fuig longer and the discomfort lias, frou time* to tine, forced me to stop 
tyxxuig. fids morning ^ have time only for reading before the day's normal activities 
must hr? gi n , x r ve ii&d le.3a tiian enough timo co tnink our problem tlx-ou^ii completely , uuc 
x have had some time, so instead of reading I share a few prehaps premature, perhaps 
incomplete thoughts with you. I do not empect agreement but if anyone can contribute 
to the tihj.iid.Ur . , I’d appreciate suggestions as soon as possible. 

First ox all, the Lattimer play has just begun unless I hav^ bom able to forestall 
wiiat else i 1r. . ow v/as planned, whicn 1 can't articulate, and wiia ^ x 1 mm wa..> plannou, 
which x may. host 01 you know the last point because in one way or anotner x nave discussed 
it .dth you. I have asked the others to tliink about it, months ago, for I antici ated 
it a, long time ago* hy first extort ^unsuccessful oecause 01 the rexnsal 01 one Ob us, 
the 011I / one, who could make it possible, to do anyt h i n g tua« would uiminisn his apparent 
ambition to jo down in history as the man who all olon 0 brok- the case. This nay oe an 
unfair ap raisal, it is not intended as mikinuness, it may well not nave be^n a conscious 
concept on his part, but I think it is the fact. 

Others were to have follov/ed x*ut.imer, and not Vieclit. i*iy source was cue ox them. x 
cannot, tUei*eforo, reveal my source. x>ut tlxLs put me in a position 1.0 recoic certain 
demands and ap <eals, which x did promptly. ± rather imagine xnab when using capital 
letters slowed me down too much, typing with one hanu, the einecc on reeoipu was cuipri^e. 
But I din these things promptly, for a number of reasons, one being because 1 tliink we 
arc in a position to use the law as the most effective i_^..euiatc counterforce. 

Par:;nthe tcially , I note that perhaps the greatest tragedy is tjiat POSxdnOiilikiii was 
not available, a. it could have been if some of us who could havo p;dd for it3 printing 
without any pain at all, with uo serious effect on their resources, had been les,-. selfish* 
Some of you have an idea of the contents, and x t n i n ix you will not argue, xno okic__» ./ill 
have to await the workings 0. time, hut lmti. tills book been printed and then hau these 
baddies lulled tlieir La t timer ploy, tiiey would imve done the job for us with any luck 
at all. Is most of you know, we ha., sx 1 offer, tiirough heu fcosby v Central ^ills, 

Veyerh&usor) to jay for the printing 01 the book in return xor nis uoin,^ a contraction/ 
popularization, *hich I also much ..anted, but he kept changing his conditions to the 
point where my integrity was involved, he wanted to ciiange the factual, doctrinal and 
political content and thrust of the work, and it became impossible. I had &oped another 
of really expensive means would have made vbax for ixLrn is tuo minuscule investment;, uuu 
he would not. meanwhile, ^il and I almost literally eidiausted ourselves to complete the 
oreoaratioii for offset printing, v/hich can be done very fa^t. I will now add a chapter 

on tliis latest vile thing. 

3o, first of all, I want you to know tiiat unless what I have bon. one. ocher tilings 
force them to decide against it, there will be more, not jusx Laiuiue-*. It -o pos--iule 
that the most hurtful part in the long run will be letting a good pathologist see _ this 
stuff, ho reasonable people believe or for a lou^ tine have believed the Report, xn liavng 
someone say it is not true we have no great advance or develops:, nt. The consequences, v/liich 
I still do not spell out for those to whom x nave not, may be much ;.orse. x’d like the 
0 hiers to do independent thinking, and here x note thaw when I made the sum. request more 

than three mouths ago, 1 got no s ing le reply. 

Jim Lesar tilings, off the top ox bis xnad, that I should O o back to court oa the 
equality of access provision of the law an,, regulations. That has made mu think of other 
ie, ,d moves, ano in tilt ochcrs I have more faith, as -V- writ tori Cyril, who will pro baoly 
not agree, huntion of Cyril brings to mind something I imnt you to understand clearly. If 
x were to hav- had to pay any law firm on wluxt part of thi., work can oe calieu legal, where 
X liavo done my own ’work, then the cost would nave been no- lose tnax ^2 p, 0 'j 0 .^A Iu.j -ixm 
may have dona this more expeditiously ana at lass cost, but I did it the way x fait it 
had xo be done and that is tho time factor alone, fixe book itself required an enormous 
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anoint ox .ori: and what for us in an enormous ca h coot. 

ocfor- tb second wave of bo-j.: like Sylvia's and Sink's, ap jeered and the research 
bejan before the appearance of any other that WIZElB-LtBil mid Inquest, i can't begin 
■-0 '-sti <ix3 tne* cost in mo an i i^ul cerms, sue restricting ii xo my work alone and estimating 
tliat at beginiiing pay for reporters under «uild contracts in this area, it ,,ould be 
hart, to agree to a figure at laaa than another #25,000 and probably as nucii as twice that. 
•jo, aside from the egos wo all hav.., and I want my own. work to be my work, we have this 
i-i jesina-ni; _ wane j ou . Ij. to udox'suand exeaxiy I an not about to give a’way more tlian I 
liavo (and for those of you who do not know it, tin.- medical stuff in Hew Orleans was 
mine, that part having long before then having boon completed). I will not, for example, 
use it now in rofuation of anything nor in support of Cyril, unle 3 s the book is first 
printed, and of tiiat there is now no prospect, slid I warn you of my opinion: if it is 
not out and there i. access by honest pathologists, we may face the greatest disaster 
yet, the largest single impediment fco tlio establoshuent of truth yet. You should under- 
a tend the s sx’oagthy oi ay feelings on x.xls. flic one stipulation I name v/ith uirison is 

u i r ^>°ok cruditeu. iliat lie did not do. I did ocher work that became public do...aim, 
i . na.. sixci; seen quoted by o the critics, as in letters to c nitons for One example, and 
in no ono case has any critic credited this material to its real source. i’his is not 
simply ail ego matter, i. is nuts aim bolts* Any one of thise uses liau the capability of 
a o trac cin_ at^entxou, as by a bufi in a position to help or by a earing publisher. Or 
some politicians, some papers or nagaisnes. If I make no claim to being without ego, I 
oU^ est that with this t.dng the real ego problems lie elsewhere, and to give it persoectuve , 
lex me asm you to consider two tilings: even postage stamps remain a serious problem for us, 
and x have recently taken a trio of more than three weeks, with no income from it. host 
of the expenses were paid by hud, for whom 1 did some work, hary kept me in Dallas, and 
than well indeed. But how many of you loo.: forward to three weeks or hard work in which 
you get the return of your subway or bus fares? Cp have lived this for eight years? So, 

regard less ox' what you .-ay think of my determined refusal to give any of this work auuy 

wneu ohiers of os could .uv. made it availabe as a book and failed anu refused to, these 

couple of mings may give you aukling of iny position and feelings, f lie re n-vor isas been 
any book I wrote from which there could have been or wa 3 any profit, measured an these 
things usually are in out society. You know what not to aspect of me if wo get into a 
Jiariier crucnck, wiiich is possible* 


bet me return to some t h id dn on t. c Lattimer business, fhere never was a frim*. 

..lien there was less need to make this stufi available. I have a few beliefs about why, 
but I am not confident any one or any combination accounts for it. Consider that in all 
only four* people applied ana one, clearly, is unqualified, hot counting me. l.y first 
application was the -irat ox november 12o6 ana subsequent repeated demands for carts, 
including in court, only four in the entire country? What a tiny interest this represents. 

I here were no rin.jinf editorials, no clammor or any kind. Bo, we should be a. kin. why it 
was dons without need, and about the timing. One possibility. Veduy' s legtiuiate fears , 

— Cid.nL un.iox i-iv o±. Seldom. thought. xou sliould mow that imrshall .ave liis word that 
he would not permit what he in fact diu-and then left the country. I gat more and more 
interested in hint cat. And the selection ox" Lattimer det’ied rational desexi ition. nis 
ignorance amt his incompetence or so great .they can't be put in conproh nsible terms. 

But the- average, intelligent layman who has mad a fair amount of the available literature 
.•as a gxeatei Imowledge. —e is so unconcerned and so unav/are ne hasn t yot realized the 
extent o± uis selx-deiamation, o- he- _iay not be concerned about it. We also must learn 
more about him, anu the pre liminar y indications arc that he has interesting connections. 

But the manner in which the government handled this is provocative. They got the expectable 
large flay wi m an exclusive leak to the uYilaus, and a pretty fair electronic clay (l saw 
nothin ; of any consequence, if anything, on BBC and nothing on m3C-IV, wiiich nay not 
•-.ean elm. c.iey uiJ n t .ouch it.). ono gave it extensive play. But in a 1 cases it was, 
exceptionally, a one-day story. Bven in the nines, to date, ns I said ane. can't now 
explain, I may have had some idling to do with in. But x .my hav. ha. nothing to do with 
“ '’•‘‘i*. secoiiu possibility is i.ovht considering. It could mean that the o Bier cabers 
arc p’ed off. where we have a friend, one paper and its syndicate has used an extenkvo 
sxory our wa; . ^his was by a -rsind I backgrounded befox-e Lattimer* s ugly head showed. 




This may have been official intent, as itii the Shaw disclaimer, played so cool it was 

tiiv-n to oxily a Tew papers ana then not van as a pres*, release but as a couple of 

unut tributes paragraphs on a plain sheet of paper, without even UJ identification on it. 

I can t pret-..ud to know th»ir t h i nking , but it i clear that they uida t desire a bigger 

play than they go?, or tlny'd have gotten it. The Uashlngton Post didiAt uven used the 

story in tiu-ir earlier editions on houday, the day aft-r. In the later editions they used 
a siiort tiling from Reuters , not even or UPI. 

Uut this much you s-lso should iaiov/: they expected wore sworiea anu made the orelimLnories. 
Whether what I did inn ediately lias influenced this or will I cm onlyguess, but I* did do 
certain things mediately, of which some of you know anu lu.v. copies. ‘This incluued the 
threat of legal action and the prerequisites. In turn, this nay delay then only long 
enough to asses, the prospects. They do know now that when i say this I au quite oanabla 
of doing it, having none it often enough and having hurt each tine. 

no, — tiiey a cannon wliac -■ know they hau planne-,, ?licrc remains sh, possibility 
os si vim.,., hyril access. -- c ssis late tiias — os c oi you wil.. think this a groat boon because 
he really is a gn at one, because lie is callable of rcauin^ what he sees and knows enough 
it cue meaning you want, and it is, in uy thinning, immaterial whether he .mows 
enough to detect any fakes. Here I think you should understand that car-timer either lied 
and lied grossly in liis representation of what lias come to b.. failed the rear, non- 
f a tol wound or he didn c see une same srufi otners did. bo the question of fake now, 
as distinguished from the panels' times, is not frivolous. I remain, after much thought, 
persuaded that his saying the stuff disproves the Warren Report will not in the long run 
uake any materiel difference to us and in that long run will be our greatest single 0 
pro olum “o dare. I continue to reiuse to expand on this to those to whom - iiave not. we 
must all give this thought and stop the knee-yerk reactions, those that leave showed all 

teing of thi3 character. You should all be ti sinking why I can think and say this. 

1 uo no m tniak iic will agree, but 1 have told Uyril i think our uiost important single 
move now is an injunction in which I seek to prevent any further such exclusive and 
selective release oi what is, really, puolic information. This should now include a major 
le^nl tec ^ or uiie chan— luiu-lj contract, among ocner tilings, i /-m almost powerless ~i n tiiis 
because i am without means. Unless I can -get legal help, you should expect that the 
cnancus arc tnat i can't do it. but we must get this in a safe context, which it nov is 

not. and believe me or not, neither Ciiril nor anyone ..Iso is „oin,g to leam anything of 

real significance that I haven' t already gotten and written and have in K-i and I have 
in it what tiiey can't get from thi.. stuff. Wliat I an saying is that this book liOtf lias 
more in it ton can be learead irom wi.h withheld material anu. inis a pro oar context. 

-J.1 arc privileged to disagree. 

Meanwhile, Lattimer is of considerable interest, as is Marshall. I anticipate little 
propsc-ct of anything surfacing on Marshall, but Lattimer is still meaning that 

as of yesterday he had scheduled appearances to make. I tliink it important that -."’have 
every worn he says as soon as possible and i ask this oi you to the oxteut you con do it. 

In turn, tills means oven wire-service stories that appear in your areas, for they .ay 
not appear here and I may not sec them. Two to my kno .ledge are choking into liio back- 
ground, an Gid. is vciy important. The preliminary indentions ar that he lias a longing 
for military associations anu when with tin most reactionary groups only, and now I must 
get to the normal ueuaud.-, of each ay, taking fil to work. Sorry I've no tin. for more. 

best, If./ 


